NOTICE OF
STANDING COMMITTEES
Scheduled for
Tuesday, June 26, 2018,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in
Council Chambers
Village Hall of Tinley Park
16250 S. Oak Park Avenue
Tinley Park, Illinois

Administration & Legal Committee

A copy of the agendas for these meetings is attached hereto.

Kristin A. Thirion
Clerk
Village of Tinley Park

NOTICE OF A MEETING OF THE
ADMINISTRATION & LEGAL COMMITTEE
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Administration & Legal Committee of the Village of
Tinley Park, Cook and Will Counties, Illinois, will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 26, 2018, in
Council Chambers at the Village Hall of Tinley Park, 16250 S. Oak Park Avenue, Tinley Park, Illinois.
The agenda is as follows:
1. OPEN THE MEETING.
2. CONSIDER THE APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL
ADMINISTRATION AND LEGAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MAY 1, 2018.
3. DISCUSS 2018 SURPLUS EQUIPMENT ORDINANCE.
4. DISCUSS ELECTRICAL AGGREGATION.
5. RECEIVE COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC.

ADJOURNMENT
KRISTIN A. THIRION
VILLAGE CLERK

MINUTES
Special Meeting of the Administration & Legal Committee
May 1, 2018 - 7 p.m.
Village Hall of Tinley Park – Council Chambers
16250 S. Oak Park Avenue
Tinley Park, IL 60477
Members Present:

M. Pannitto, Chairman
C. Berg, Village Trustee
M. Mangin, Village Trustee

Members Absent:

None

Other Board Members Present: J. Vandenberg, Mayor
K. Thirion, Village Clerk
W. Brady, Village Trustee
`
Staff Present:
D. Niemeyer, Village Manager
P. Carr, Assistant Village Manager - Arrived 7:07 p.m.
K. Workowski, Public Works Director
P. Wallrich, Interim Community Development Director
P. Hoban, Economic Development Manager - Arrived 7:06 p.m.
D. Framke, Marketing Director
P. Connelly, Village Attorney
L. Godette, Deputy Village Clerk
L. Carollo, Commission/Committee Secretary
Item #1 - The Special Meeting of the Administration & Legal Committee was called to order at 7:03 p.m.
Item #2 – CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL ADMINISTRATION
& LEGAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON APRIL 17, 2018 – Motion was made by Trustee
Berg, seconded by Trustee Mangin, to approve the minutes of the Special Administration & Legal
Committee Meeting held on April 17, 2018. Vote by voice call. Chairman Pannitto declared the
motion carried.
Item #3 – DISCUSS ETHICS CODE REVISIONS - Due to an increased number of ethics complaints
filed recently, the Administration & Legal Committee requested Pat Connelly, Village Attorney to draft
an alternate method of enforcement of the Village's ethics policy. The goal of revising the Ethics Code
is to decrease the number of complaints and therefore save the Village money for the investigation of said
complaints.
Per the Administration & Legal Committee's direction, Mr. Connelly provided the Committee with a draft
amendment to the Ethics Complaint process. Specifically, the draft amendment sets forth clear criteria
for the contents of an ethics complaint as well as establishes a preliminary review system of said
complaints. Included in this draft amendment is an Initial Review of a Complaint, which states within
ten (10) business days after receipt of an Ethics complaint independent counsel will examine the
complaint to determine if it is in compliance with the filing requirements. In addition, the respondent of
an ethics complaint will be given an opportunity to respond in writing within ten (10) business days from
the date the complaint was forwarded to and received by the elected official or employee.

Motion was made by Trustee Berg, seconded by Mangin, to recommend the amendment to the Ethics
Complaint process be forwarded to the Village Board for future approval. Vote by voice. Chairman
Pannitto declared the motion carried.
Item #4 – RECEIVE COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC - A resident stated he has a complaint and
would like information on how to proceed with said complaint. Mr. Connelly outlined the required
procedure associated with an Ethics complaint pending Village Board approval of the proposed
amendment.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Trustee Mangin, seconded by Trustee Berg, to adjourn this Special Meeting of the
Administration & Legal Committee. Vote by voice call. Chairman Pannitto declared the motion
carried and adjourned the meeting at 7:13 p.m.
lc
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Interoffice
Memo

Date:

June 26, 2018

To:

Administration and Legal Committee

From:

David Niemeyer, Village Manager

Cc:

Pat Carr, Assistant Village Manager
Patrick Connelly, Village Attorney

Subject:

Electrical Aggregation

Since 2011, the Village has been part of an “opt out” electric aggregation program that was
authorized by the State of Illinois several years ago. The Village goes out to bid for electric
power and residents are automatically enrolled with the new supplier, unless they opt out
after they receive a notification in the mail. Regardless of the electric provider, ComEd
remains the distributor. This program has saved residents millions of dollars since its
inception.
The contract with the current supplier, Dynegy, expires in October. The company that
oversees the program for us, NIMEC, recently went out to bid for the new program. The
results are attached.
For the first time, we did not get a supplier that will beat the ComEd default rate of 7.75c
per kwh. This is due to changing market conditions. However, NIMEC is recommending a
program with ComEd that is 100% renewable energy as explained in the attached
information.
David Hoover with NIMEC will be at the Administration and Legal committee on Tuesday to
explain the program. The committee will need to make a recommendation to approve this
new program with final Board approval on July 17.

100% Green (Renewable) Power
Municipal Aggregation
Proposal:
To implement a Municipal Aggregation program with 100% Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) for
residents and small businesses at no additional cost. Residents and small businesses would be billed
at the ComEd residential rate. In comparison, ComEd supply service provides 14.5% RECs.
History:
Municipal electric aggregation has achieved success and favorability across Illinois since 2011,
saving cumulative hundreds of millions of dollars for residents in communities that have
implemented the programs. Many communities are undertaking steps to reduce their collective
carbon footprint by enacting community-wide sustainable practices and policies. One-third of
Chicago metropolitan municipalities have adopted the Greenest Region Compact.
How it Works:
• Every electric account establishes unique usage consumption patterns. Factors such as volume,
time of day, single family vs. multi-family, and usage during ComEd peak periods combine to
create a complex power usage profile.
• The cost of producing electricity is highly variable. Generators are required, by law, to ensure it is
perpetually available in full, and on demand.
• Therefore, suppliers analyze that variable cost to serve each account and price an account’s
individual rate.
When suppliers analyze a community for an aggregation program, they calculate the price for each
individual account and will switch only those accounts for which power costs less than the ComEd
default rate. The remainder of the accounts that are costlier to serve will remain on ComEd supply
service. However, the entire aggregation, including those remaining on ComEd supply, receive 100%
RECs for all power consumed.
All residents would continue to be billed by ComEd. All residents would pay the same ComEd default
rate.
The profitable margin on the favorable (lower cost) accounts enables the supplier to purchase RECs
for the entire aggregation—including all ratepayers who remain with ComEd. All residents receive
notice of the program, with the explanation that 100% of their power consumption is offset by RECs.
The RECs are derived from wind energy in the Midwest, thus supporting local renewable power
generators.
Ratepayers may opt out or leave with no early termination fee at any time for any reason. Ratepayers
who have already chosen their own individual supplier contract are not included in the program.
This program, 100% Green Aggregation, enables the community to receive the designation of US EPA
Green Power Community.

EPA’s

Green Power
Partnership
An Environmental Choice for Your Organization

The Green Power Partnership is a free, voluntary program of
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that assists
organizations with procuring electricity generated from renewable
resources and promoting their green power leadership.

Why Join EPA’s Green Power Partnership?

Promoting
Your Green
Power
Leadership

• Credibility — Joining the Partnership provides credibility to your green power
purchase. It signifies that your organization’s green power use meets nationally
accepted standards supported by EPA.
• Publicity and Recognition — Partnership with EPA can help bring positive
attention to your environmental and sustainability initiatives and differentiate your
organization and brand from the competition (see sidebar for examples).
• Communication Tools and Resources — EPA can assist you in communicating
the economic and environmental benefits of your green power use to stakeholders,
including providing press release templates, social media suggestions, and quotes
from EPA officials.
• Network of Like-minded Organizations — As a Green Power Partner, your
organization is affiliated with other renewable energy market leaders including
Fortune 500® companies, colleges & universities, and national retailers. Partners
share their green power success stories and communications strategies in
newsletters, emails, webinars, via social media, and at conferences.

Identify yourself as a
Green Power Partner
by displaying the
Partner mark (above)
on websites, annual
and CSR reports, and
marketing materials.

How Can My Organization Join EPA’s Green
Power Partnership?
To join, organizations procure green power at a level that meets or exceeds Partnership
benchmarks (see below), sign a simple Partnership Agreement, and agree to update
EPA on their green power use annually.

Partnership Benchmarks
Your Organization’s Baseload

Minimum Usage Requirements

If your annual electricity use in kilowatt-hours is...

You must, at a minimum, use this much
green power:

≥ 100,000,001 kWh

3% of your electricity use

10,000,001 – 100,000,000 kWh

5% of your electricity use

1,000,001 kWh – 10,000,000 kWh

10% of your electricity use

≤ 1,000,000 kWh

20% of your electricity use

Join Now and Position Your
Organization for the Future
www.epa.gov/greenpower

Garner publicity,
recognition, and
EPA awards!

100% Renewable Municipal Aggregation
History:
Municipal electric aggregation has achieved success and favorability across Illinois since 2011, saving
cumulative hundreds of millions of dollars for residents in communities that have implemented the
programs. In recent years, the ComEd default rate dropped, narrowing the margin of savings.

Proposal:

To implement a Municipal Aggregation program with 100% Renewable Energy Credits for all residents and
small businesses with no additional cost. All residents and small businesses would be billed at the ComEd
residential rate.

Background:
1. Every electric account establishes unique usage consumption patterns. Factors such as
volume, time of day, single family vs. multi-family, and variability of usage across seasons
combine to create a complex power usage profile.
2. The cost of producing electricity is highly variable. Generators are required, by law, to
ensure it is perpetually available in full, and on demand.
3. Therefore, suppliers price out each resident/small business with their own individual rate.
When suppliers price out aggregations, they price out each individual account in a municipality and will
switch only those accounts for which power costs less than the ComEd default rate. (This may be 30-60%
of the population.) The remainder of the accounts that are costlier to serve would remain on ComEd
default supply rate.
All residents would continue to be billed by ComEd. All residents would pay the same ComEd default rate.
The profitable margin on the favorable (lower cost) accounts enables the supplier to purchase sufficient
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) for the entire aggregation—including all ratepayers who remain with
ComEd. All residents would receive notice of the program, with the explanation that 100% of their power
consumption is offset by Renewable Energy Credits (possibly to be sourced in Illinois or Midwest, thus
supporting local renewable power generators.)
Ratepayers who have already chosen their own individual supplier contract are not included in the
program. Ratepayers may opt out or leave with no early termination fee at any time for any reason.
This program, 100% Renewable Aggregation, enables the community to receive the designation of US EPA
Green Power Community (GPC).

EPA’s

Green Power
Partnership
An Environmental Choice for Your Organization

The Green Power Partnership is a free, voluntary program of
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that assists
organizations with procuring electricity generated from renewable
resources and promoting their green power leadership.

Why Join EPA’s Green Power Partnership?

Promoting
Your Green
Power
Leadership

• Credibility — Joining the Partnership provides credibility to your green power
purchase. It signifies that your organization’s green power use meets nationally
accepted standards supported by EPA.
• Publicity and Recognition — Partnership with EPA can help bring positive
attention to your environmental and sustainability initiatives and differentiate your
organization and brand from the competition (see sidebar for examples).
• Communication Tools and Resources — EPA can assist you in communicating
the economic and environmental benefits of your green power use to stakeholders,
including providing press release templates, social media suggestions, and quotes
from EPA officials.
• Network of Like-minded Organizations — As a Green Power Partner, your
organization is affiliated with other renewable energy market leaders including
Fortune 500® companies, colleges & universities, and national retailers. Partners
share their green power success stories and communications strategies in
newsletters, emails, webinars, via social media, and at conferences.

Identify yourself as a
Green Power Partner
by displaying the
Partner mark (above)
on websites, annual
and CSR reports, and
marketing materials.

How Can My Organization Join EPA’s Green
Power Partnership?
To join, organizations procure green power at a level that meets or exceeds Partnership
benchmarks (see below), sign a simple Partnership Agreement, and agree to update
EPA on their green power use annually.

Partnership Benchmarks
Your Organization’s Baseload

Minimum Usage Requirements

If your annual electricity use in kilowatt-hours is...

You must, at a minimum, use this much
green power:

≥ 100,000,001 kWh

3% of your electricity use

10,000,001 – 100,000,000 kWh

5% of your electricity use

1,000,001 kWh – 10,000,000 kWh

10% of your electricity use

≤ 1,000,000 kWh

20% of your electricity use

Join Now and Position Your
Organization for the Future
www.epa.gov/greenpower

Garner publicity,
recognition, and
EPA awards!

FAQ: 100 % Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) – Green Energy

Q: Where does green energy come from?
A: Wind generation sites are the primary source of renewable green energy in the State of
Illinois, followed by solar, hydro, and methane gas from landfills. Nuclear and natural gas are
not considered renewable green resources for power generation.

Q: If we buy 100% green energy, will our homes be powered by the actual electricity that is
generated by windmills, solar, hydro, etc.?
A: No. The industry doesn’t have the capabilities of routing specific power to specific
municipalities or individual consumers. Those end users (residents and businesses) who
purchase green power typically pay a premium to support green energy through the purchase
of Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs). The premium paid for RECs is used to subsidize and
support the cost of those companies that actually generate the green power.

Q: So how do we know we are buying renewable green power?
A: When a power supplier sells a “green energy” product in the marketplace, that supplier is
required to purchase and retire RECs to support their green products. The supplier is also
required to document these transactions, and report such to State and Federal agencies.

Q: Are RECs legitimate?
A: Yes. RECs represent the benefits and attributes of renewable green energy. RECs are
monitored by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. Renewable generation sites are
registered. As energy is generated from each site, generation owners sell the RECs, which are
numbered within a tracking system. RECs can be resold in the marketplace, but are only used
once, and then must be retired. Anyone who claims they purchase renewable power either has
on-site renewable generation such as a windmill or solar panels, or they must purchase RECs to
support green power development.

FAQ: 100 % renewable

Q: Where does green energy come from?
A: Wind is the primary source of green energy in Illinois, followed by solar, hydro and
methane gas from landfills. Nuclear and natural gas are not considered green.

Q: If we buy 100% green energy, will our homes be powered by the electricity that is generated
by windmills, hydro, etc?
A: No. The industry doesn’t have the capabilities of routing specific power to particular
municipalities. Those end users (residents and businesses) that purchase green power are
paying a premium. That premium is used to subsidize the cost of those companies that actually
generate the green power.

Q: So how do we know we are buying renewable power?
A: When a power supplier purchases renewable power from a green generator, the buyer also
receives one Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) for each Megawatt it purchases. Those RECs
can be traded and/or resold to other suppliers, subsidizing the cost of the power. Any supplier
providing 100% renewable power must purchase a corresponding number of RECs.

Q: Are REC’s legitimate?
A: Yes. REC’s are monitored by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. They are numbered
and can only be used once, as they are ‘retired’ when the eventual customer uses the power.
Anyone who states that they purchase renewable power must either have a windmill or solar
panels on their roof, or they purchase RECs. There is no other way to supply renewable power.

COMMENTS FROM
THE PUBLIC

ADJOURNMENT

