
Sanitary Backup
If the sanitary service (sanitary sewer running from

the village maintained sanitary sewer to the house) is
plugged, there can be back ups into the house.  
The sanitary service can back up for any of the following
reasons: grease, waste, tree roots, breaks in the pipe and
saturated ground. 

Grease
Grease bonds to the sanitary pipe, which can restrict and
ultimately cut off the sanitary service from the village
owned sanitary main.

Solution: Do not pour grease or other illegal substances
down the drain, as they will eventually clog the sanitary
service line.

Waste
If the sanitary service pipe is too small, or is partially
clogged, the waste leaving the house from toilets, 
bathtubs, laundry rooms and dishwashers will back up
into the house.  This backup can usually be seen in the
basement bathroom or laundry room.

Solution: Install an overhead sewer. 

Tree roots
In old sanitary services, tree roots can begin to grow in
the cracks of the pipe obstructing the flows from the
house and reducing the capacity of the sanitary service.

Solution: Replace old sanitary services, pour tree 
root killer down the toilet each year, or have sewer 
professionally rodded.

Breaks in the pipe/Saturated Ground
When the ground around the sanitary service is saturat-
ed (after a heavy rain or in an area with ponding water),
the rainwater can seep into the cracks in the pipe.

Solution: Replace the cracked sanitary services.

Flood
Protection 
Program
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