
Economic & Commercial Commission Meeting Minutes 
January 12, 2011 

 
 
 

Members Present    Members Not Present 
Frank Kurzawa, Chairman   Michael Leonard 
Dick Post, Vice Chairman   David Spedale 
Jerry Meyer     Mohammed Nofal 
James Mohler     Brian Hunter 
Marty Ward 
William Hanley    Also Present 
Dennis Reidy     Kim Scalise, Chamber of Commerce 
Chris Shoemaker 
Rebecca Palumbo    Staff Present 
Jay Walsh     Ivan Baker, Economic Development Director 
Brian Godlewski    Nancy Byrne, Secretary 
 
 
 
Chairman Kurzawa called the January 12, 2011 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting 
to order at 6:35 p.m.  There was a motion made by Jim Mohler, seconded by William Hanley, to 
approve the minutes of the November 10, 2010 ECC meeting.  Vote by voice call: Chairman 
Kurzawa declared the motion carried. 
 
There was a motion made by Dick Post, seconded by Jim Mohler, to approve the agenda for 
tonight’s meeting as written.  Vote by voice call:  Chairman Kurzawa declared the motion 
carried. 
 
Chair Report – Chairman Kurzawa reviewed the upcoming events.  Kim Scalise noted that the 
Chamber taxes have been reduced and that membership has increased. Frank reviewed the 
annual budget.  Ivan noted that the budget will stay the same for next year. 
 
Finance Subcommittee – Jim Mohler indicated that he and Dave Spedale reviewed two 
incentive packages on January 10th. 
 
Menards is planning an expansion at their existing location.  But for a sales tax sharing incentive, 
the company does not believe they can make this expansion work.   They intend on expanding 
into the former 110,000 square foot Southtown Star building.  The subcommittee is 
recommending approval for an incentive similar to a past Menards Expansion incentive 
agreement: 10 years and a cap of $500,000.     
 
A motion was made by Dennis Reidy, seconded by Jerry Meyer, to recommend approval of a ten 
year incentive to Menards with a cap of $500,000.  Vote by roll call:  All ayes.  Chairman 
Kurzawa declared the motion carried. 
 



Steiner Electric plans to purchase a vacant industrial building at 18600 Northstar Court.  This 95 
year old Illinois company is prepared to operate a manufacturing and distribution center, 
employing 44 employees, with a capital investment of over $6.9 million. The competition site is 
in Hobart, Indiana.  The subcommittee is recommending approval for an incentive request for 
sales tax sharing over a maximum of 10 years and a cap of $212,000. 
 
A motion was made by Jim Mohler, seconded by Dick Post, to recommend approval of an 
incentive request for Steiner Electric for sales tax sharing over a maximum of ten years with a 
cap of $212,000.  Vote by roll call:  All ayes.  Chairman Kurzawa declared the motion carried. 
 
Marketing & Business Retention Subcommittee - Rebecca reported on the storefront project 
that Rich Central and Andrew High Schools are installed and ready to go.  Lincolnway and 
Tinley Park High School are moving ahead.  The high schools have taken ownership of the 
project. She has sent requests to all the schools asking for information and is waiting for them to 
respond. 
 
In regard to the business seminars, Rebecca indicated that five people have signed up for the 
February seminar. They are being held at Moraine Valley Community College at 8 a.m. the 
second Wednesday of each month February through June.  Moraine is handling the arrangements 
and advertising. 
 
Real Estate Subcommittee - Dennis distributed information on tax comparisons between two 
Will County and Cook County White Castle restaurants. 
 
Ivan noted that the Real Estate Subcommittee will have input on redoing the entire 
Comprehensive Plan in the next several months.  Almost all of the available property is 
commercial.  He asked the commissioners to start gathering information for the subcommittee on 
any areas they think should be reviewed. 
 
Staff Report – Ivan Baker gave a report on existing projects and activities. 
 
There was a motion made by Jerry Meyer, seconded by Jay Walsh, to adjourn the meeting.  Vote 
by voice call:  Chairman Kurzawa declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 7:45 
p.m. 
 

Reminder 
Next ECC Meeting 

Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
6:30 p.m. 

Kallsen Conference Center 
 

Upcoming Events: 

 OPAMA Meeting – Thurs., Feb. 10th – 8:00 a.m., VFW Hall 
 Chamber of Commerce Mtg., Thurs., Feb. 24th – 8:15 a.m., Odyssey Country Club 
 Irish Parade – Sun., March 13th – 2:00-3:30 p.m., Oak Park Avenue 
 Annual Business Breakfast – Wed., May 4th – 7:00 a.m., Convention Center 


