
 
MINUTES OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
VILLAGE OF TINLEY PARK,  
COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 
 
HELD FEBRUARY 27, 2014  

 

The regular meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held in the Council Chambers of the Village 
Hall on February 27, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Present and responding to roll call were the following:  

 Zoning Board Chairman:   Sam Cardella 

 Zoning Board Members:  Patrick Conway 
Michael Krause  
Dave Samuelson 

     Jerry Radecky 
     Ed Barta 

  
Absent Zoning Board Members:  Tom Hanna 
 

 Village Staff:    Amy Connolly, Planning Director 
     Stephanie Kisler, Planner I 

Ronald Bruning, Zoning Administrator   
           
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Zoning Board Chairman Cardella called to the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the January 23, 2014 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting were presented for approval.  
Commissioner Samuelson pointed out that on page one there was a blank for a motion second. 
Commissioner Barta noted that he made the second and asked for the minutes to be corrected as such.  A 
motion was made by ZONING BOARD MEMBER BARTA, and seconded by ZONING BOARD 
MEMBER SAMUELSON, to approve the Minutes, as corrected.  
 

AYE: Zoning Board Members Patrick Conway, Michael Krause, Dave Samuelson, Zoning 
Board Members Jerry Radecky, and Ed Barta and Zoning Board Chairman Sam Cardella 

   
 NAY:  None 
 

ABSENT:  Zoning Board Member Tom Hanna 
 
THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNAMINOUSLY by roll call; ZONING BOARD 
CHAIRMAN CARDELLA declared the motion approved.   
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TO:   THE VILLAGE OF TINLEY PARK PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
FROM:  THE VILLAGE OF TINLEY PARK ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
ITEM #1: PUBLIC HEARING:  INTERNATIONAL IMPORTS (MINI OF TINLEY PARK) – 

8301 W. 159TH STREET – VARIATION FOR A MONUMENT SIGN (SIGN 
HEIGHT LIMITATION) 

 
GUESTS:  GUY DRAGASIC, OLYMPIC SIGN, 1130 N. GARFIELD, LOMBARD, IL 60148 
 
A Public Hearing was held on February 27, 2014 by the Zoning Board of Appeals to consider 
recommending that the Village Board grant the Petitioner a five (5) foot variation to the required ten (10) 
foot maximum sign height limitation to allow for a fifteen (15) foot tall monument sign at the entrance of 
the property.  
 
Zoning Board Chairman Cardella administered the Oath to the Petitioners. 
 
Present and responding to roll call were the following:  

 Zoning Board Chairman:   Sam Cardella 

 Zoning Board Members:  Patrick Conway 
Michael Krause  
Dave Samuelson 

     Jerry Radecky 
     Ed Barta 

 
Absent Commission Members:  Tom Hanna 
 

 Village Staff:    Amy Connolly, Planning Director 
     Stephanie Kisler, Planner I 

Ronald Bruning, Zoning Administrator 
        

DISCUSSION:  
 

CARDELLA:  Staff, were the cards sent out on this?  
 

KISLER:  Yes, they were all mailed, as required.  
 

CARDELLA:  Staff, would you like to make a presentation?  
 

KISLER:  Yes, thank you Chairman Cardella.  We have a sign variation.  The petitioner is 
International Imports that owns the Mini Dealership at 8301 159th Street. They want a five foot 
variation so that they can have a fifteen foot sign. As you can see from the graphic (points to 
screen), they want the sign at the front of the lot for greater visibility so that people can see the 
sign as they turn in.  The sign has a large concrete base with some general dealership information 
at the top. It’s set upon a higher base.  

 
We originally approved a ten foot sign in June, 2011.  And traditionally, we have granted sign 
variations for car dealership signs along 159th Street and we have tried to match Orland Park’s 
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ordinance height of eighteen feet for signs along the corridor.  One past variation we’ve given is 
Apple Chevrolet which is very near to this dealership.  

 
The practical difficulty for the petitioner is that a ten foot sign may not give them the same 
advertising visibility as compared to Orland Park Businesses with other signs.  Most of the other 
car dealerships along 159th Street have eighteen feet or higher signs.  

 
DRAGASIC:  I’m Guy Dragasic with Olympic Signs, we represent International Motors and 
Mini Cooper. We’re here to ask for the sign at fifteen feet in height.   

 
CARDELLA:  Pat Conway, what questions do you have?  

 
CONWAY:  I would ask you, Mr. Dragasic, are the conditions for the sign similar to other 
properties along 159th Street?  

 
DRAGASIC:  Yes.  As staff explained, yes.  

 
CONWAY:  That’s all I have Chairman Cardella.  

 
CARDELLA:  Commissioner Barta?  

 
BARTA:  Don’t you already have a sign up there?  

 
DRAGASIC:  Yes. 

 
BARTA:  What height? 

  
DRAGASIC:  It was originally installed at ten feet high. 

  
BARTA:  I don’t understand what happened between the original installation and the sign being 
raised by five feet. 

  
DRAGASIC:  I apologize on behalf of Mini – it was installed at the wrong height.  

 
BARTA:  So, you go ahead and put up a sign that’s bigger than we okayed?  I note that I’m ill 
and I came out to hear this?  I think this meeting is a waste of time.  

 
CARDELLA:  Commissioner Krause? 

  
KRAUSE:  I agree with Commissioner Barta.  I don’t like the sign being raised without the 
proper permits.  But it is what it is.  I have no further questions. 

  
CARDELLA:  Commissioner Radecky? 

  
RADECKY:  I agree with Commissioner Barta.  There’s no excuse for putting something up that 
is against the ordinance when you can get approval for ten feet or more, particularly in this area 
of town.  The problem now is that it’s there.  And personally, I’d ask them to take it down to five 
feet, but I know that’s not going to happen.  What’s the illumination on it? 

  
DRAGASIC:  It’s externally lit – lights shine up on the sign. 
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RADECKY:  There’s no flashing lights or lights shining out into the street? 
 

DRAGASIC:  No. 
 

CARDELLA:  Commissioner Samuelson?  Do you have questions? 
  

SAMUELSON:  Are you the original sign installer that installed the first sign? 
  

DRAGASIC:  Yes. 
 

SAMUELSON:  I don’t understand what happened here.  How was the sign installed at fifteen 
feet? 

  
DRAGASIC:  We did apply for a permit and we did receive a permit for ten feet. 

  
SAMUELSON:  Is there an overall modification to the sign in terms of sign area?  Is it just taller 
now?  

 
DRAGASIC:  There’s no change in size.  The sign is just taller.  The base was raised by five 
feet. 

  
SAMUELSON:  Didn’t we also approve another variation for a sign on this site?  Wasn’t there a 
car attached to the building that also required a variation?  

 
DRAGASIC:  Yes. That was done originally.  

 
SAMUELSON:  It’s my opinion is that the larger fifteen foot sign is not out of character.  For 
years, in Tinley Park, 159th Street was treated differently (more special) because the car 
dealerships are large tax generators and the competition is fierce amongst dealerships.  But I 
certainly don’t think the sign is out of character.  I would have a degree of confidence that if you 
came in with a fifteen foot sign in the original site plan, it would have been approved.  But as Mr. 
Krause said, it is what it is. Are there any line of sight issues? 

  
DRAGASIC:  No, no sight issues. 

  
SAMUELSON:  That’s everything I had Mr. Chairman. 

  
BRUNING:  Mr. Chairman, could I speak?  

 
CARDELLA:  Yes, you can make a report. 

  
BRUNING:  My comments are going to be addressed to Commissioner Barta.  I’d like to talk 
about this for a few minutes.  There was a lot of confusion with this sign.  The sign company did 
what they were supposed to do.  The confusion was caused by staff at the Mini Dealership, who I 
spoke with on more than one occasion, not with the sign company.  The Mini Cooper Dealership 
staff was instructed to submit an application so that we could look at it first.  I told them that a 
fifteen foot sign may be approved with a variation.  At that time, I told them that this was going to 
have a variation.  It’s my opinion that it was understood by these folks (Mini Cooper Dealership 
staff), but evidently it wasn’t.  Then Mrs. Connolly noted that the sign had been raised up.  The 
confusion was with International Imports/Mini Cooper who thought they could do this.  I called 
them and told them that they had to have a variation application.  I’m not saying that they’re 
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wrong or we’re wrong, but there was a lot of confusion here.  We’re just trying to get this done 
properly. 
 
RACEKY:  Mr. Chairman, question?  In as much as a permit was granted for ten feet, was there 
any type of violation written on this?  Any ticket given?  

 
BRUNING:  A fine for $750 was issued.  And I was instructed to withdraw the ticket last week 
by interim Village Manager Mertens.  

 
CARDELLA:  What reason for the withdrawal?  

 
             BRUNING:  I was just told to withdraw the ticket.   
 

RACKEY:  I have no further questions.  
 

KRAUSE:  I still didn’t notice the sign had been raised, until Amy told me.  I didn’t notice it.  
 

CONWAY:  If I could be recognized, Mr. Chairman.  I want to echo Mr. Bruning or Mr. Barta’s 
point, there seems to be a little bit of a taking the Village for granted.  I’m not giving you a bad 
time, Mr. Dragasic, you’re just the sign company.  But I feel like International Imports seems to 
take the Village for granted and shows a bit of a disrespect for the process.  That’s all I’m going 
to say.  

 
CARDELLA:  Anyone else want to speak on this?  Hearing none, could I have a motion?  

 
MOTION WAS MADE BY ZONING BOARD MEMBER SAMUELSON to recommend that the Village 
Board grant the Petitioner a five (5) foot variation to the required ten (10) foot maximum sign height 
limitation to allow for a fifteen (15) foot tall monument sign at the entrance of the property. 
 
The motion was seconded by ZONING BOARD MEMBER RADECKY. 
 

AYE:  Zoning Board Members Patrick Conway, Michael Krause, Dave Samuelson, Jerry 
Radecky, and Chairman Cardella 
     

 NAY:   Zoning Board Member Ed Barta 
 

ABSENT:  Zoning Board Member Tom Hanna 
 
THE MOTION WAS APPROVED by roll call; ZONING BOARD CHAIRMAN CARDELLA declared 
the motion approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion is needed to close Public Hearing #1 and adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. A motion to close 
Public Hearing was made by ZONING BOARD MEMBER SAMUELSON. The motion was 
SECONDED by ZONING BOARD MEMBER KRAUSE. 

AYE: Zoning Board Members Patrick Conway, Michael Krause, Dave Samuelson, Zoning 
Board Members Jerry Radecky, and Ed Barta and Zoning Board Chairman Sam Cardella 
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 NAY:  None 
 

ABSENT:  Zoning Board Member Tom Hanna 
 

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY by roll call; ZONING BOARD CHAIRMAN 
CARDELLA declared the motion approved. ZONING BOARD CHAIRMAN CARDELLA declared the 
meeting ADJOURNED.  
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