
Tinley Park Veterans Commission  
Minutes of the November 14, 2012 Meeting 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the meeting was called to order by the Chairman at 1858 hrs. 

P=Present – E=Excused – A=Absent
P-Wiley Roberts – Chairman 
P-Dave Seaman – Liaison Trustee 
P-Mike Gibbons –Vice-Chairman 
P-Norm Pestlin –Secretary  
A-Matt Heffernan 
A-Phil Clarke 
P-Colleen Simon 
P-Bruce Lorence 
E-Bill Conner  
P-Robert Baisa 
 

P-Bob Shaffner– Cmdr, American Legion 
A-Ken Fulton 
E-Jack Morley 
E-Arlene Morley 
P-Ken Wrezzes 
P-Thomas Donnelly – Marine Corp League 
A-Jim Wilkins - US Submarine Veterans 
E-Donna Gibbons – American Legion Aux 
P- Doug Rasmussen  
 

Sam English, KWVA representative, resigned his position on the commission.  Wiley will speak to the 
KWVA to see if they will be appointing a replacement. 
 
Corrections/additions to minutes of the last meeting: 
Under ‘Veterans Day – (Nov.11)’ ‘Monday, November 11th‘should read ‘Sunday, November 11th’ 
A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the minutes of the last meeting as corrected. 
 
Veterans Parkway engraved paver bricks & benches 
The commission members were not pleased with the benches that were purchased by the veteran’s 
organizations.  Noticeably missing from the plaza were the service flag poles that were depicted on the 
drawings.  It was suggested that paver brick applications be available in the train station. 
 
Remarks by Trustee Seaman: 
The service flag poles were value engineered out of the contract near the end of the project.  The plaza 
is an ongoing project and will be improved on as time and money become available. 
 
Static Display for Veterans Parkway 
During the plaza dedication Mayor Zabrocki mentioned that we will be adding military equipment 
along Veterans Parkway when it becomes available.  We are still trying to obtain a tank or a helicopter. 
 
Veterans Breakfast (Oct 27): 
We had 281 people signed up for the breakfast, approximate count at the breakfast was 230.  The 
military vehicle display outside and the military radio display was a very popular addition to the event.  
We should consider doing it again next year.  We should also ask the Tinley Park Historical Society if 
they have any military items they would like to display.  As we have used the Legacy Girls for several 
years we may want to consider using a military band or coral group for next year’s entertainment.  Arts 
Alive and Central School band were also suggested as possibilities.  
 
We have scheduled 9/21/2013 and 10/15/2014 as the dates for the next breakfasts. 
 
Veterans Day – (Nov.11) 
The Veterans Day ceremony and the plaza dedication was a huge success.   
 
Colonel David G. Seaman Volunteer Award - (Nov.11) 
The Colonel David G. Seaman Volunteer Award was presented to Wilbert (Bill) Minnich at the 
Veterans Day ceremony.  In the future we should consider reserving front row seating for the recipient’s 
family. 
 
Memorial Flag and Citation: 
All flags and certificates that Donna had have been delivered.  We need to make contact with our new 
congress person to establish a procedure to obtain future flags. 
 
Education in Art in Public Buildings 
The painting “Reflections” was delivered to St. George School by Trustee Seaman. 
 
Yellow ribbon program: 
We will have ribbons available at the Holiday market. 
 



Correspondence:  
We received a thank you letter from the Tinley Park Public Library for our donations of the 
‘Reflections’ painting. 
 
New Business: 
None 
 
REPORT FROM THE V.F.W.:  
We’re packing Thanksgiving food baskets this Saturday, Parade of lights Dec. 2nd, Our color guard has 
been visiting schools talking to the students about veterans, the flag, etc. 
 
REPORT FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION:  
We have stated a ‘Queen of Hearts’ raffle, drawings are held on Thursdays at 7pm. Rules on the Legion 
WEB site.  We are running a turkey raffle, tickets available at the Post.  Dec. 16th is our kids Christmas 
party.  Dec. 25th we will host Christmas dinner and other activities for several recruits from Great Lakes 
Naval training center.   
 
REPORT FROM THE CHICAGO BASE U.S.SUBMARINE VETERANS: 
Not present 
 
REPORT FROM THE KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION:   
Not present 
 
REPORT FROM THE MARINE CORP LEAGUE:  
No Report 
 
REPORT FROM THE V.F.W. AUXILLARY:  
No Report 
 
REPORT FROM THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILLARY: 
No Report 
 
Any other business 
None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2021 hrs. 
The next Commission meeting will be held December 12, 2012 
 


