
MINUTES OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
VILLAGE OF TINLEY PARK,  
COOK AND WILL COUNTIES, ILLINOIS 
 
HELD JULY 26, 2012 

 

The regular meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals was held in the Council Chambers of the Village 
Hall on July 26, 2012. 

ROLL CALL 

Present and responding to roll call were the following:  

 Zoning Board Chair:    Sam Cardella 

 Zoning Board Members:  Ed Barta  
Dave Samuelson 
Patrick Conway 
Tom Hanna 
Jerry Radecky 

        
Absent Zoning Members:  Michael Krause 
 

 Zoning Board Secretary:  Reem Hamden 
 

Village Staff:    Matt Panfil, AICP, Village Planner 
             
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Cardella called to the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the June 14, 2012 Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting were presented for approval.  A motion 
was made by BOARD MEMBER SAMUELSON and seconded by BOARD MEMBER HANNA, to 
approve the minutes of June 14, 2012 as presented.  
 

AYE: Board Members Ed Barta, Dave Samuelson, Patrick Conway, Tom Hanna, Jerry 
Radecky, Chairman Sam Cardella 

   
 NAY:  None 
 

ABSENT:  Board Member Michael Krause 
 
THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNAMINOUSLY by roll call; CHAIRMAN CARDELLA declared the 
motion approved.  
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TO:   THE VILLAGE OF TINLEY PARK PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
FROM:  THE VILLAGE OF TINLEY PARK ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 
SUBJECT: THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 26, 2012 MEETING 
 
ITEM #1: CASE #Z-02-12 PUBLIC HEARING:  APPLE CHEVROLET – 8585 WEST  

159TH STREET – VARIATION FROM SECTION IX.D.4.A.2, SIGN HEIGHT 
LIMITATIONS 

 
GUEST:  JOHN ALFIREVICH, APPLE CHEVROLET 
 
A Public Hearing was held on July 26, 2012 by the Zoning Board of Appeals to consider recommending 
that the Village Board grant the following variation:  an eight- (8) foot variation from Section 
IX.D.4.a.2 – Sign Height Limitations, of the Tinley Park Zoning Ordinance to allow for the construc-
tion of an eighteen- (18) foot-tall sign where ten (10) feet is the maximum permitted in the B-5 
Automotive Service Zoning District.  
 
Chairman Cardella administered the Oath to the Petitioner, John Alfirevich, and confirmed with Mr. 
Panfil that the Public Notice had been published and sent to the surrounding neighbors. 
 
Present and responding to roll call were the following:  

 Zoning Board Chair:    Sam Cardella 

 Zoning Board Members:  Ed Barta 
Dave Samuelson 
Patrick Conway 
Tom Hanna 
Jerry Radecky 

        
Absent Zoning Board Member: Michael Krause  
 

 Zoning Board Secretary:  Reem Hamden 
 

Village Staff:    Matt Panfil, AICP, Village Planner 
          
 
DISCUSSION:  
  

ALFIREVICH:  We need the variance for our sign.  Tinley Park’s Code is ten feet.  We need 
the variance for two reasons.  The manufacturer makes signs in different sizes.  If we went to 
one size smaller than what the manufacturer makes, it would probably be about eight feet in 
height.  It wouldn’t look right since we’d have trucks and cars bigger than the sign itself.  
Another reason is for the visibility for more exposure.   
 
PANFIL:  The dealerships along 159th Street have been with us awhile.  In 2004, the sign 
height in the Ordinance was brought from twenty feet down to ten.  As far as precedent, one of 
the most recent signs brought before us was Bettenhausen Fiat in our downtown area.  They 
requested a sixteen-foot-tall sign.  International Mini of Tinley Park requested a ten-foot 
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monument sign but had unique signage as far as a car on the wall and unique lighting.  Orland 
Toyota is going through a similar request and will be having a similar sign as well.   
 
CONWAY:  We had a hearing last year with Mini of Tinley Park.  Apple has been a good 
citizen of Tinley Park.  I have no issues with their request. 
 
BARTA:  I agree with what Pat said. 
 
HANNA:  Will this sign replace the current one? 
 
ALFIREVICH:  Yes, it will. 
 
RADECKY:  The existing sign is 225-square feet.  You are proposing 127-square feet for the 
new sign.  Please explain to me how people are going to see this lower sign compared to the one 
that currently exists.  I drove by there a few times.  You have a multitude of flags on the poles.  
Those restrict the sign visibility.  You can’t see the existing sign because of those flags.  The 
number of light poles really restricts the visibility as well.  If you take a few down, it would open 
up the area.  I’m trying to visualize by lowering the sign, how will you get more site distance? 
 
ALFIREVICH:  We have to lower the sign because of electric wires.  I have to have signing to 
establish who we are.  I agree it’s tough to see, to but if the manufacturer has an issue, I won’t 
have a sign.   
 
RADECKY:  With what you have there now, I’m trying to visualize how much will be there 
when you lower the sign.  If you want exposure, you should take down the Apple flags and open 
it up.  People are going to have a hard time seeing this sign.  I drive westbound, and there’s a 
group of trees that restrict the sign.  When you drive eastbound, you have a little exposure, but 
a lot of congestion.   
 
ALFIREVICH:  I am disappointed we have to lower the sign, but we will be repositioning the 
sign towards the entrance. 
 
SAMUELSON:  Your site is about 3.5 acres in size.  I don’t see a problem with the signage or 
square footage.  Do you propose any landscaping around the sign? 
 
ALFIREVICH:  Yes, there will be. 
 
SAMUELSON:  Along with the community just to the north of 159th, there seems to be an 
eighteen-foot standard with the other dealerships.  I commend staff for recording these 
variances since some were grandfathered and face changes so it leaves a paper trail for other 
Staff to follow.  Jim can always bury the utility poles, but it’s extremely expensive.  Part of the 
hardship that’s with your request is the utility wires that people on the other side of the street 
don’t have to face.  Just to confirm you are not proposing a changeable message board with 
your request? 
 
ALFIREVICH:  No, it’s the same sign.  We’re just reducing the size. 
 
SAMUELSON:  Moving the sign eastward is a good thing.  When I drove past, I had a problem 
envisioning it.  If you went with the true Ordinance of ten feet, that could be a real traffic 
danger, since people wouldn’t see you until the entryway.  Having a recognizable sign is a good 
thing.  You are going from 37 feet to 18 feet; about 50% of the height is being reduced.  Do you 
plan on having the sign stay lit 24 hours a day? 
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ALFIREVICH:  It would be illuminated all the time. 
 
CARDELLA:  Anyone else care to speak on this matter?   

 
MOTION WAS MADE BY BOARD MEMBER SAMUELSON:  Consider recommending that the Village 
Board grant the following variation:  an eight- (8) foot variation from Section IX.D.4.a.2 – Sign Height 
Limitations, of the Tinley Park Zoning Ordinance to allow for the construction of an eighteen- (18) foot 
tall sign where ten (10) feet is the maximum permitted in the B-5 Automotive Service Zoning District 
for the property located at 8585 West 159th Street, Tinley Park, Illinois 60477. 
 
The motion was amended by BOARD MEMBER RADECKY to include the property address. 

The motion was seconded by BOARD MEMBER BARTA. 

AYE:  Board Members Ed Barta, Dave Samuselson, Patrick Conway, Tom Hanna, and Jerry 
           Radecky, Chairman Sam Cardella 

 
 NAY:  None 
 

ABSENT:  Board Member Michael Krause 
 

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNAMINOUSLY by roll call; CHAIRMAN CARDELLA declared the 
motion approved.  
 
CARDELLA:  A motion is needed to close the Public Hearing at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 Motion to close Public Hearing was made by BOARD MEMBER BARTA. 
 
 M0tion SECONDED by BOARD MEMBER RADECKY. 
 
THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY by roll call; CHAIRMAN CARDELLA declared the 
motion approved. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, CHAIRMAN CARDELLA requested a motion to adjourn.  A motion 
was made by BOARD MEMBER BARTA to adjourn the regular meeting and Public Hearing of July 26, 
2012 at 7:45 p.m.  
 
The motion was seconded by BOARD MEMBER RADECKY. 
 

AYE:  Board Members Ed Barta, Dave Samuelson, Patrick Conway, Tom Hanna, Jerry 
           Radecky, Chairman Sam Cardella 
 

 NAY:  None  
 

ABSENT:  Board Member Michael Krause 
 

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNAMINOUSLY by voice call. CHAIRMAN CARDELLA declared the 
meeting ADJOURNED.  


